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mittee on Defence, since that state borders
on Russia, Chinese Turkestan and on Tibet;
Hyderabad on the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, since the foreign relations of India
would be mainly with Islamic countries. These,
however, are questions of detail which would
have to be settled in reference to political,
historical and other considerations. It may,
however, be mentioned that the proposal to
confer permanent seats on the Standing Com-
mittees is not a novel one. On the Council of
the League of Nations the Great Powers have
permanent seats allotted to them. Even in
Republican Germany, Bavaria is accorded this
privilege. Considering the great differences of
area, population and revenue among the Indian
States, manifestly it would not be fair to treat
all of them alike. Important states will not
come into any scheme which does not secure
to them an effective share in the exercise of the
power they surrender.
What are the matters of common concern to
be entrusted to the Federal Council ? The
question is not easy to answer, as the answer
must necessarily involve trenching to some
extent upon the internal sovereignty of the
constituent states. In federal countries the